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The Value of Student Opinion 
and Its Relationship with the Profession* 


W. R. WOOLDRIDGE, pPh.p., M.sc., 
(PRESIDENT, N.V.M.A.) 


M.R.C.V.S. 


I should like to begin by thanking you for giving me the great 
privilege of addressing this First National Congress of Veterinary 
Students. This invitation has given me much pleasure, equally 
because of my keen interest in veterinary education and the obvious 
need for advancement in student organisation within the veterinary 
profession. ‘These conferences are likely to prove of the greatest 
importance to the welfare of the profession, not only because the 
students of to-day become the veterinary surgeons of to-morrow, 
but also because the development of a living virile body of students 
taking a keen interest in all professional matters is in itself one of 
the surest ways of securing an enlightened profession. 

It is only comparatively recently that veterinary students have 
organised themselves within their individual colleges, although at 
different periods student unions have temporarily existed. Even 
after the last war there was no student union in at least one of our 
colleges for several years. For this reason the further progress 
now being made to secure effective co-operation between the indi- 
vidual unions is to be welcomed. It is to be hoped that the move- 
ment will not stop at the formation of a national union of veterinary 
students, but that it will establish full co-operation with the 
other student bodies, particularly with the National Union of 
Students and thereby ensure that veterinary opinion is represented 
in their important councils. 

Difference of opinion still exists concerning the type of problem 
which student bodies should consider. Some assert that these 
should be restricted to the domestic problems of the student him- 
self whilst others believe that students should be encouraged to 
examine any vital problem of the day. I confess I belong to the 
latter group, as I think it is most important that individual mem- 
bers of any society should be encouraged to consider fully the 
important problems likely to affect their later lives, particularly 
at a time when their mental powers are being actively stimulated 
and when their opinions are in the formative stage. 

Student opinion should have an important function to perform 
within a profession. Not only should student unions consider 
seriously those problems affecting their own internal ‘organisation 
and welfare, but they should concern themselves also with the 
problems directly affecting their studies, their educational institu- 
tions and their profession generally. If this view be accepted then 
clearly there is room for improvement in the present organisation 
of veterinary students. 

Before examining further this apparent need we might pause 
to enquire whether we accept the view that the organisation neces- 
sary to the effective formulation and presentation of student opinion 
is of any real value. Can such opinion further in any way the 
progressive development of the profession, its institutions or its 
duty to the community? It would be idle to deny that there are 
many within the profession to-day who consider that student 
opinion has no place in professional discussions, as it must by its 
very inexperience be immature and of little consequence. This 
view no’ doubt arose in the days when only ardently revolutionary 
or disgruntled students ever expressed views. It would probably 
soon disappear with the reasoned presentation of collective student 
opinion derived from full discussion and careful preparation. For 
the student has at least one advantage over the graduate in the 
consideration of those matters affecting professional welfare in 
that his examination is uninfluenced by personal vested interest 
derived from the nature of his professional employment. His study 
should. therefore. be more objective than that of the graduate. 
It would appear then that carefully prepared student opinion should 
not only merit full consideration by, but it should be of distinct 
value to graduate organisations and should, therefore, be encouraged 
by them. In many educational spheres student opinion has 
already gained for itself a high place and is making a useful contri- 

tion towards the solution of major problems. There is little 
doubt that a similar position can be secured for student opinion 
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within the veterinary profession, provided it is carefully and 
thoroughly prepared. 

Apart from its direct effect upon current discussions, participa- 
tion in the deliberations of students upon the vital problems of their 
chosen profession will have considerable effect upon the partici- 
pating students themselves. Their interest in their profession will 
be stimulated, their ability to formulate and express ideas with 
clarity will be enhanced, patience with the expression of opposing 
ideas will be increased and a power to evolve from the resulting 
clash of ideas constructive proposals of value will be developed 
in at least some of the participants. Furthermore, these discussions 
help individuals to realise that ideas frequently gain in value by 
modification in the light of considerations put forward by others. 
But one of the most important lessons to be learnt is that the ° 
surest way to wreck a cause is to support it with weak arguments 
that cannot be upheld in critical discussion. This experience is 
most readily gained from the presentation of views to those in 
authority, and for this reason alone student organisations should 
not be discouraged from pressing their views before principals, 
college governors, national organisations or even representatives of 
the Government. Such habits of broad and reasonable enquiry 
coupled with experience as delegates will not be easily lost and 
leaders of the profession will become subsequently available at an 
age when their activity and enthusiasm are still great and can be 
of the greatest value. 

There is no reason why student opinion should not be presented 
to those in authority, but many setbacks must be expected before 
the habit becomes generally accepted. It may be that it will not 
be accomplished until students are themselves directly represented: 
upon certain of these bodies, an aim difficult to achieve in view 
of the necessity to effect amendment of governing charter or 
regulations. For instance, at present the Council of the N.V.M.A. 
could not agree to full representation of affiliated student unions 
without amendment of its Articles of Association, although it is 
possible that it would agree to allow the unions to send observers to 
its meetings, with power to debate but not to vote. 

That student representation can be of value 1 know from my 
own experience with another university institution. Many years 
ago the students at Birkbeck College felt that they should have the 
opportunity of placing their views upon collegiate matters of 
importance regularly before the governors and accordingly the 
Students’ Union pressed vigorously for the appointment of student 
governors. After a period of difficulty this privilege was conceded 
and there is little doubt that the governors themselves have since 
fully appreciated the value of this student representation. Tt 
should not be forgotten, however, that such direct representation 
carries with it additional responsibility. Generally speaking this 
responsibility is taken very seriously, for governors elected by 
present or past students are naturally very jealous of the fame and 
honour of their college and are not likely to allow anything to be 
done which might react against its good name. They are particu- 
larly jealous of the way members of the staff or students are treated 
and act as a certain prevention against ungenerous or unfair deci- 
sions. 

One of the most important matters before the profession at the 
moment is that of veterinary education, a matter of obvious concern 
to the veterinary student. The recent Inter-departmental Com- 
mittee on Veterinary Education reported in 1938 that veterinary 
education had been starved and indicated clearly that a number 
of reforms were urgently necessary. Foremost among these were 
the recommendations for the granting of considerably increased 
facilities for instructional purposes at all the colleges. Nevertheless, 
practically no improvement has since taken place and the Govern- 
ment still withholds the recommended assistance. Heré then is 
a matter of direct concern to the students and one upon which 
they might legitimately express their views, as did one of the unions 
incidentally to the Loveday Committee itself. The only major 
move to assist veterinary education since the publication of the 
report is the establishment of the Veterinary Educational Trust. 
This Trust has set itself the task of raising a large sum of money 
with the sole object of assisting in the improvement of many of 
the deficiencies in veterinary educational facilities at present exist- 
ing. This Trust. however, does not intend to shoulder the burdens 
which rightly belong to the Government, but it hopes to offer to 
veterinary education and science 2 degree of indenendence which 
will enable it to develop to the best advantage of the profession 
and the community. 
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In considering the problems of veterinary education, students 
should remember that it is neither possible nor desirable to include 
in a graduate course everything that a graduate should ever require 
to know in the exercise of his profession. Indeed one of the 
important issues which is receiving serious consideration elsewhere 
is concerned with this question of detail. Some contend that it 
is preferable to delete an enormous amount of the detail at present 
given to students and that instruction should be restricted to 
fundamentals, thereby leaving time for the student to think over 
his problems for himself and secure the advantages arising from 
personal observation, research and deduction. A narrow view not 
infrequently held by students seems to suggest that no teacher 
has the right to ask a question in an examination upon matter 
which he has not presented himself in his lectures. Such a view, 
if accepted, is bound to lead to over full and automatic lecturing as 
opposed to living and stimulating teaching, with consequent 
loss to the student. Youth needs development and unobtrusive 
guidance rather than regimented instruction, and to my mind the 
most important lesson to be learned by teachers concerning students 
is that youth must be served. We may learn from the greatest of 
all historical examples, that even the most inspired teaching 
imposed upon the Teacher the necessity to train a band of enthusi- 
astic followers to ensure that the new torch of learning should 
not be extinguished before its lessons had been adequately assimi- 
lated. So I end my remarks to-day with the request that each of 
you continue the good work you have begun and make certain that 
in passing on the mantle you have temporarily borne, it carries 
with it an ever growing enthusiasm. 

Cicero once asked: “‘ What greater or better gift to the State than 
to train up youth?” to which question we might reply: “It is 
better to encourage youth to train itself.” ‘This in essence is the 
major function of the Student Union Movement. 


Advertising of Livestock Remedies 


Some time ago (Vet. Rec. 54. 169) a letter was published 
from Mr. Steele-Bodger contrasting the conditions governing the 
sale and advertisement of animal remedies in this country with 
those in South Africa. He said: “ Our farming Press offers a 
host of so-called remedies and certainly very few of them, even 
if of value, would pass the South African test without a serious 
revision of the statements which occur on labels or in advertise- 
ments.” Subsequently (Vet. Rec. 54. 221) a letter was published 
from the director of a firm which sells animal medicines accusing 
him of making inaccurate and misleading statements for propa- 
ganda purposes. 

We regret that until now the position has not been clarified, 
but we publish helow the South African Stock Remedies Regula- 
tions and a statement from an independent authority that they are 
fully applied. It is clear from this and other enquiries which we 
have made that the facts in Mr. Steele-Bodger’s letter were sub- 
stantially correct. 


The South African Stock Remedies Regulations 
by 
H. H. GREEN 


The present article arises from a request by the Editorial Com- 
mittee of The Veterinary Record to outline the history and purpose 
of South African legislation dealing with the sale of remedies for 
control of animal disease. : 

From the standpoint of veterinary science, South Africa has 
always been a progressive country, and particularly since union of 
the Provinces in 1910 the Department of Agriculture has played 
a more prominent role, both in respect of research and of educa- 
tion, than Government Departments generally do in other countries 
of the world. For example, the Veterinary Institute at Onderste- 
poort, although it was affiliated to the University of South Africa 
in 1919 for teaching purposes, is entirely financed by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. The professors and lecturers of the Univer- 
sity Faculty of Veterinary Science are appointed primarily as 
research officers of the Department, as civil servants in the ordinary 
sense, upon whom the university confers the required academic 
status if teaching duties are assigned to them. The Department 
also controls the veterinary advisory service, as well as the veter- 
inary administrative service dealing with notifiable diseases. 

Until 1921 the Department exercised no control over products 
sold for prevention or cure of animal disease although its own 
veterinary laboratory issued certain products, either at cost price 
as in the case of a remedy for haemonchosis of sheep (of which over 
20 million doses were distributed annually) or as a “free issue ” 
if, as in the case of anthrax vaccine, the disease concerned affected 
the status of South Africa in relation to importation regulations 
of other countries. 


With regard to eradication of external parasites the policy of 
the Department had been to advise on products for control of 
sheep scab and tick-borne diseases, and actually to place the power 
of selecting the particular product in the hands of the inspectorate 
whenever dipping was officially carried out under Minister’s Order, 
but in 1921 it was decided to bring all dips under departmental 
supervision in regard to sale, manufacture within, or importation 
into the Union. Regulations were framed in 1921 under the “ Pest 
Remedies Act,” No. 21 of 1917, and in 1923 these were amended 
by Government Notice No. 1375, to read in the form in which they 
still stand. An explanation of these regulations was published by 
the present writer under the title “ Stock Dips ” in the Journal of 
the Department of Agriculture, March, 1925. 

As a matter of historical interest it may be noted that the 
“Stock Dip Regulations ” were at first bitterly opposed by certain 
commercial interests, but that opposition vanished as soon as it 
was realised by the larger commercial firms that the apparent 
restrictions were a “ blessing in disguise,” favouring the technically 
well informed producers of reliable dips as against mere business 
agents out to push sales irrespective of the real value of the product 
sold. Efficient firms soon became unwitting allies of the Depart- 
ment, driving less reliable brands off the market by simple com- 
petition once the avenue for cheaper but ineffective products was 
closed. 

The success of these regulations for “ external remedies” led 
the Department to attempt similar control of products sold for 
“internal administration” and on April Ist, 1925, regulations 
parallel to those for stock dips were introduced in the form repro- 
duced here : — 

No. 2130.] [22nd December, 1924. 

His Excellency the Governor-General has been pleased, in terms of section 
seven of the Fertilisers, Farm Foods, Seeds, and Pest Remedies Act, 1917 (Act 
No. 21 of 1917), to make the regulations set forth in the Schedule to this notice 
regulating the sale of stock r dies throughout the Union of South Africa. 

ese regulations shall be in force as from Ist April, 1925. 


STOCK REMEDIES REGULATIONS 


“ Stock Remedy ” shall mean any pest remedy sold or intended or offered for 
sale for internal administration in the destruction of parasites or prevention of 
parasitic infection of animals or in the cure or prevention of disease of animals. 


REGISTRATION 


1, Every importer of a stock remedy and every proprietor or manufacturer 
of a stock remedy made in the Union shall register such remedy with the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture in the manner required by these regulations, and no person 
shall sell or offer for sale any stock remedy not so registered. : Y 

On registration a certificate shall be delivered to the person registering. Each 
certificate of registration shall in every case expire on the 3lst December, if not 
renewed on application made after the Ist December. : te es 

Remedies prescribed for individual animals by any qualified veterinarian, or 
remedies prepared to customers’ specification by any qualified pharmacist, or 
recognised pharmaceutical preparations sold without recommendations as to use, 
are excluded from the scope of these regulations. 

2. Every person required by these regulations to register a stock remedy shall 
make application in triplicate to the Department of Agriculture, Pretoria, on the 
form following :— 

Form of Application for Registration of a Stock Remedy 


Name of person registering......... 
Address of person registering 
Whether applicant is importer or manufacturer. 
Deserigtive mome or 
nese 
Directions to the consumer for use............... 


State specifically what preventive or rem 
stock remedy 


edial properties are c 


. 21 of 1917 of the stock 


8. I/We hereby apply for the registration under Act 
remedy, of which particulars are given above. 
Signature of person registering. 
Registration accepted for the year ending 31st December, 19. ~ 


Secretary for Agriculture. 


3. (a) Under “ composition” in item (5) of the application for registration, 
the applicant shall state the name of each and every ingredient for which efficacy 
is claimed, together with the percentage amount in which each ingredient is present 
and the form in which it occurs. Other constituents which the vendor desires 
to mention without claiming specific efficacy may be grouped under the terms 
“* adjuvants,” “‘ émulsificants,” “inert ingredients,” or other appropriate term, 
according to the nature of the claims made for them. . 

(6) The amount specified shall be the minimum percentage unless the maximum 
is expressly required. In the case of poisonous ingredients the maximum as well 
as the minimum percentage shall be specified. L 

(c) The statement of the percentage amount shall be by weight in the case of 
solid remedies, and shall bein grammes per hundred cubic centimetres in the cas¢ 
of liquid remedies. A semi-fluid remedy shall be regarded as a liquid if recom- 
mended for use on a volumetric basis, but as a solid if recommended for use on 
a gravimetric basis. 

(d) In making a statement of composition recognised analytical, pharmaceutical, 
or commercial terms shall be employed wherever possible. Provided the mean- 


ing of the terms used is clear, a considerable degree of latitude in expression may 
recognised, but the department reserves the right to refuse registration on grounds 
oft inadequate description of the remedy. : 

4. (a) Under item (7) of the application for registration, the applicant shall 
include triplicate copies of receptacle labels 2nd all pamphlets and notices adver 
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tising the product to be registered. He shall also forward in triplicate to the Depart- 
ment within one month of issue to the public copies in triplicate of all amended 
or new labels, pamphlets, or notices as aforesaid. ' 

(6) The applicant shall further, if required thereto by the Department, furnish 
experimental evidence in support of his claims as to the preventive or remedial 
properties of the remedy. In the event of such evidence failing to prove to the 
satisfaction of the Department that there are reasonable grounds for the claims, 
the application for registration may be rejected. 

5. ‘The acceptance for registration of any proposed brand or brands shall be 
subject to the approval of the department, and no brand shall in any case be accepted 
for istration if deemed by the Department to be similar to one already registered 
or to of an insufficiently distinctive nature. 

Labelling of Receptacles 


6. No person shall sell or offer for sale any stock remedy unless the receptacles 

are legibly and durably labelled giving 
(a) the name or brand registered under these regulations; : 
(b) the minimum net weight or, alternatively, in the case of liquid remedies, 
the minimum volume of the product contained in such receptacles ; 
(c) the information required under (7) of the application for registration or 
such summary of it as shall be acceptable to the Department ; _ 
(d) the guaranteed composition of the contained remedy as registered, or 
such summary of it as shall be acceptable to the Department. ; 
Provided that where the nature of the receptacle is such that it cannot be satis- 
factorily labelled as provided under this regulation, the seller of any stock remedy 
shall, with the invoice, deliver to the purchaser a printed statement giving the 
information required in (a), (b) and (c) above, together with a guarantee of the com- 
position of the stock remedy as registered. 

In the case of products liable to deterioration on storage, the latest date upon 
which the guarantee holds good shall be legibly and durably recorded upon the 
receptacle or upon the invoice or printed guarantee. ‘ 

In the case of products containing ingredients deemed to be poisonous, the 
word “ poison ” shall, if required by the Department, be legibly, prominently, and 
durably recorded upon the receptacle or upon the invoice or printed guarantee. 

7. Reference to registration on labels or statements in lieu thereof or in adver- 
tising literature shall confined to the words “ Registered in terms of Govern- 
ment Notice No. ...... ” rae , 192....,” and no phrasing shall 
be used which is calculated to lead the purchaser to believe that registration implies 
special approval or official guarantee of efficacy upon the part of the Department. 

GENERAL 

8. No person shall sell or offer for sale any unregistered stock remedy or an 
stock remedy which fails to conform in composition and other particulars wit 
the statements made in the certificate of registration issued under regulation No. 1, 
or in advertising literature, or by other agency make claims which have not been 
embodied in such certificate. ae 

9. No person shall tamper with any parcel of stock remedy with intent that 
any sample thereof taken in pursuance of the Act No. 21 of 1917 shall not cor- 
rectly represent the contents of such parcel. : 

10. Any person who sells or offers tor sale a stock remedy not registered under 
his own name or brand shall, when required by an officer authorised by the Depart- 
ment, produce for inspection a statement of the composition guaranteed under 
these regulations, or satisfactory proof of registration. A . 

11. Any person or firm contravening any of these regulations shall be liable 
to a fine not exceeding £10. . ‘ 

The prescribed tariff for the analysis of stock remedies referred to in 
section twenty-four of the Act, No. 21 of 1917, shall be £1 1s. for a determination 
of any constituent with a maximum of £10 10s. per sample. 


At the outset it may be explained that in practice these regula- 
tions for “Stock Remedies” presented much greater difficulties 
in administration than in-the case of “Stock Dips” for which 
some sort of standards could be envisaged. The greater variety 
of products, the multiplicity of objectives, and the real scientific 
difficulty of deciding upon the precise legitimacy of claims, rendered 
stringent application of the powers conferred by the regulations 
inadvisable and the Department, therefore, satisfied itself by 
obviating palpably false claims for efficacy, toning down exaggerated 
advertising literature, and placing the purchaser in the position of 
“buying with his eyes open.” It is difficult for legislation to 
protect a fool against his own gullibility, but not difficult to protect 
an intelligent man against misrepresentation. 

It will be noted that the salient features of the regulations pro- 
vide for: 

(1) Registration of every Stock Remedy on the South African 
Market. This serves the useful purpose of keeping the Depart- 
ment aware of all products offered for sale so that its technical 
experts are in the position to advise the farmer concerning any 
product he may contemplate using. In general the Department 
does not accept registration unless there is at least some conven- 
tional basis for the claims made for the product, and if initial 
claims are unduly extravagant it insists upon their modification, 
but it makes no attempt to differentiate officially between first-rate 
and second-rate articles and hence registration does not imply 
official approval or any guarantee of efficacy. Indeed para (7) 
expressly precludes the use, in advertising pamphlets, of any 
phrasing calculated to lead the purchaser to believe that it does. 
All that registration means is that the Department has recorded 
the particulars given in the registration form and does not take 
exception to them on grounds of misrepresentation. — Departmental 
experts have their own views upon the relative merits of different 
products for various purposes and advisory officers are always 
prepared to place their knowledge and experience at the disposal 
of enquiring farmers, but it would be too great an interference with 
the “liberty of the subject” for the Department to limit sale of 
remedies to those products which its own experts considered best. 
Nevertheless, the general effect of compulsory registration has 
been to eliminate certain types of alleged remedies, for which there 
was no justification whatever. 


It will be noted that under para (1) prescriptions by veterinarians 
and recognised pharmaceutical preparations sold without recom- 
mendations for use are excluded from the scope of the regulations. 

(2) Declaration of Composition. This is regarded as the most 
important provision of the regulations, since it prevents the selling 
of worthless products under the cloak of secrecy. Under para 3 (a) 
the composition must be declared in respect of every ingredient 
for which efficacy is claimed, while under 6 (d) a summary of this 
composition must be printed on the labels of containers or supplied 
to the purchaser with the invoice. Considerable latitude is allowed 
in description of ingredients provided the vendor can produce 
experimental evidence in support of claims. | When the active 
ingredients are chemically definable substances or standard pharma- 
ceutical articles it is sufficient to state the percentage present. 
Where they are principles definable by biological test rather than 
chemical analysis their efficacy can be stated in other ways accept- 
able to the Department. 

At first sight it might be considered drastic to demand that 
every manufacturer should be compelled to disclose the composi- 
tion of his products. It might be imagined that he had valuable 
“trade secrets ” which it would be unfair to reveal to his competi- 
tors. The facts, however, are that there are very few genuine 
trade secrets except in regard to efficiency of production and mode 
of dispensing and that formulae for proprietary products tend to 
follow orthodox textbook lines, or at best only embody information 
accessible in journal publications. Since registration particulars 
only demand information which competitors could easily ascertain 
by analysis or ferret out for themselves, there is no hardship in 
demanding disclosure of “‘ ingredients claimed as active.” 

For the genuine “ trade secret,” if such exists, there is the 
loophole provided by para 4(b). A general description of the type 
to which the active ingredient belongs, which reveals little of trade 
significance, is accepted provided experimental evidence of efficacy 
is produced. New synthetic drugs are sometimes dealt with in 
this way although modern manufacturing firms capable of synthe- 
sising useful new products are usually prepared to describe them 
chemically as well. But obviously if a vendor wishes to sell under 
a proprietary name a product for which he can produce no valid 
experimental evidence of efficacy, or to delude the public with 
exaggerated claims for an obsolescent textbook prescription under 
the guise of trade secrecy, he has no moral claim to consideration. 

When the regulations were first applied difficulties were encoun- 
tered with certain manufacturers uncertain of their ultimate effect, 
and afraid of “ red-tape interference,” but these disappeared when 
it was realised that technical officers of the Department were 
prepared to co-operate wherever possible, encourage any effort to 
improve manufactured products, and were only concerned with 
protecting the purchasing public against misrepresentation. The 
larger responsible firms preferred to come straight into the open 
and offer full details so as to be able to make the widest permissible 
claims in their advertising literature. 

(3) Inspection of Advertising Literature. Para 4(a) demands 
that applicants for registration shall submit all labels, pamphlets and 
notices advertising their products, and that all later amendments 
shall be forwarded to the Department. In practice the Depart- 
ment keeps a watchful eye on “ gross misrepresentation ” and care- 
fully scrutinises claims *for control of specific diseases. It is not 
severe on minor generalised claims for “ tonic effects,” “ improved 
condition ” and the like, since in the long run the good sense of 
the purchaser must be relied upon to protect his pocket in matters 
upon which he can judge for himself or obtain competent technical 
opinion. The real danger, against which the Department attempts 
to protect him, is that he be lulled*into a sense of false security 
in regard to cure or prevention of transmissible disease, or disease 
preventable by known measures of control. 

It is true that selling agents may try to exaggerate the merits of 
a product verbally to the purchaser, but if the latter allows himself 
to be influenced by false statements which the vendor dare not put 
in writing, he has only himself to blame. The purchaser is free 
to seek the advice of the nearest veterinary officer concerning the 
usefulness of any registered product in the light of its declared 
composition, and since these officers are all linked up with the 
central institute at Onderstepoort, itself engaged in teaching and 
research, as well as in diagnostic activities and manufacture of 
certain products of its own, which in the nature of the country 
are not adequately catered for by commercial enterprise, the farmer 
can rely upon the best advice scientifically available at any given 
moment. It is not only the restrictive character of the regulations 
which matters, but also the onportunity provided for education 
of the farmer. One of the incidental effects of inspection of 
advertising literature is to restrict advertising in the agricultural 
Press. 

(4) Other Clauses. The reason for clauses in the regulations 
not specifically discussed is apparent on inspection, but it should 
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be explained that the prescribed tariff for analysis in para (12) was 
originally inserted to bring the regulations into line with those 
for fertilisers and farm foods, the cash value of which is largely 
determined by their guaranteed analysis. It has little real applica- 
tion in the case of stock remedies, since purchasers do not send in 
samples for analysis. Nor is the Department deeply concerned 
in maintaining precise composition of products for which it lays 
down no standards and in the price of which it takes no official 
interest. It may from time to time examine samples for its own 
information and would, if necessary, take action in the event of 
faulty statement of registration particulars, but in general it is 
sufficient to leave manufacturers to maintain uniformity or to 
submit a fresh registration form when they make any changes in 
composition of their products. 
PUBLICATION OF REGISTRATION PARTICULARS 

Each year the Department of Agriculture publishes in the 
Government Gazette a list of all products registered under the 
“ Fertilisers, Farm Foods, Seeds, and Pest Remedies Act” as 
required by Section 25 of Act No. 21 of 1917. This list includes 
the registration number of the product, the name of the person 
registering, the trade name or brand under which it is sold, and 
a summary of composition regarded as sufficient for public in- 
formation. ‘The actual files of the Department, covering corre- 
spondence with firms on applications for registration, naturally 
contain more information, and technical officers dealing with the 
regulations know much more about individual products than the 
gazetted summary provides. 

Products registered with the Department for the year com- 
mencing January, 1942, are given in the issue of The Union of 
South Africa Government Gazette dated February 26th, 1942, 
which includes separately tabulated sections on fertilisers,.on farm 
foods, on stock dips, and on stock remedies. Perusal of this last 


section (ignoring a few obvious misprints and omissions) vields° 


a good deal of miscellaneous information and indicates both the 
value and the limitations of the regulations. Some of the regis- 
tered products are described precisely, others vaguely but pre- 
sumably supported by evidence of efficacy when registering. For 
instance, amongst the Bayer preparations “ Naganol ” is given its full 
chemical designation, but “ Aricyl” merely recorded as_ the 
“ sodium salt of an organic acid.” Some descriptions are presum- 
ably survivals of old registrations not brought up to date, since 
they could now be profitably re-registered using the precise chemical 
descriptions given in scientific publications which have appeared 
upon their use. But most of the summarised svecifications of 
active ingredients in the long list of products give sufficient informa- 
tion to judge the items. “ Igitol Pills” are shown as “ 62 per cent. 
hexachlor-ethane.” Ramshead Wire Worm Remedy” apvears 
as “80 per cent. copper sulphate with 20 ner cent. sodium 
arsenite,” which reveals it as very similar to the old wire worm 
remedy issued from Onderstepoort itself, the narticulars of which 
were published about 1917. “ Benbow’s Dog Mixture ” is naively 
specified as “95 per cent. Linseed Oil.” A vroduct termed 
“ Golden Drench ” is declared as “ 63 ner cent. carbon disulphide.” 
A preparation sold as “ Dog Basket Skin Ointment” is declared 
acs “Lanoline 62 per cent. and Flowers of Sulphur 15 per cent.” 
The active principle of a proprietary “ Condition Powder ” is given 
as “50 per cent. magnesium sulphate.” A preparation sold as 
“ Antiscour ” is revealed as “ creta prev. 56 ner cent., catechu 27 
ner cent.” “Karoo Fever Powders for Sheep” are recorded as 
“95 per cent. sodium salicylate.” 

Many of the products are genuinely useful for narticular pur- 
noses. Some may serve no really useful purpose in the eyes of 
the enlightened veterinarian. but have presumably been accepted 
for registration on the grounds that there is no sufficient reason for 
prohibiting sale, even of survivals from the “dark ages of polv- 
nharmacy.” so long as their nature is declared and the claims made 
for them do not constitute serious “ misrepresentation.” ; 

In course of time farmers may nerhans reach an educational 
level in regard to animal health. at which thev will relv more upon 
preventive measures and specific therany than upon “ medicines.” 
in which faith is sometimes the main ineredient and good nursing 
the true healer. 


Seventy-five per cent. of the initial cases of foot-and-mouth 
disease in Scotland were caused bv swill. stated Brieadier J. G. R 
Allardyce at a meeting of Nairn County Council. This had been 
confirmed by the Ministry of Agriculture. 

While the most dangerous element in swill was the unboiled 
bone. swill from which bones had been removed, or which had 
never been in contact with bones, was still a known source of 
infection. 


7 + * * 
Tf the nation drank all the milk it should, we would need another 
million cows.—Earl De La Warr. 


CLINICAL COMMUNICATIONS 


Observation on Examination for Pregnancy 


P. J. COOPER, m.R.c.v.s. 
BIRMINGHAM 


Subject.—Red Shorthorn cow, 6 years old. 
and dry. She was brought in for slaughter. 

Examination.—On first introducing my hand per rectum I pal- 
pated a soft, fairly large swelling at the pubic brim of the pelvis. 
The animal had urinated immediately beforehand. On further 
palpation the swelling, which appeared to be in the right horn 
of the uterus, had dropped towards the floor of the abdomen. 
I could not feel any cotyledons nor a foetus. 

The left horn was normal and its ovary appeared merely to 
contain immature graafian follicles, while the right ovary con- 
tained quite a large corpus luteum. 

The uterine arteries were then palpated and the right one had 
a far stronger “ pulsation ” than the left. The vaginal mucous 
membrane was normal; the os uteri was closed, there was a cervical 
plug present and there was no discharge. 

Post-mortem Examination.—The right horn of the uterus was 
much enlarged. On cutting into it, inflamed foetal membranes 
were exposed; they were free in the uterus with no cotyledonary 
attachments. ‘The mucous surface of the horn was normal, and its 
cotyledons, each about half an inch in diameter, were of a pale 
yellowish colour. 

On incising the membranes, two foetuses and a large quantity 
of a brownish odourless fluid were seen. The foetuses were 
between four and five months. The umbilical cord of one of 
them showed five or six complete twists, which cut off the blood 
supply to the foetus. which was congested, and also caused a 
damming back of the return flow of blood to the placenta. 

Smears, taken from the cotyledons and examined microscopically, 
showed no organisms present. Is it possible, therefore, that the 
foetal and maternal cotyledons separated in consequence of lack 
of nutrition as a result of stasis of the blood at the placenta? 


* * * * 
A Treatment for Summer Mastitis 


ALEXANDER POTTIE, ™.r.c.v.s. 
PAISLEY 


At a recent divisional meeting at which a paper was read on 
“ Mastitis ” I was surprised to find that no mention was made of a 
very effective proprietary preparation called “ Parantol.” It is 
an acridine derivative described as parenchymatol silver albumen 
and sold by Willows & Co., which my assistants and I have been 
using in the treatment of “ udder clap” or summer mastitis for 
eight years with considerable success. A’ few cases, when treat- 
ment is applied early, produce normal milk from the affected 
quarter when the cow calves and more often at the next lactation, 
but in the majority of cases the quarter atrophies. However, the 
most important point is to save the life of the cow and in my 
practice this is affected in about 95 per cent. of cases. 

Treatment consists of stripping the affected quarter, cleansing 
the skin and injecting 20 c.c. of Parantol deeply into the body of 
the quarter at five different places (total 100 c.c.) using a 3 in. by 
14/10 mm. bore hypodermic needle. The injection should be 
spread throughout the quarter. Any slight bleeding caused by 
the needle may be neglected. The quarter is massaged and then 
stripped thoroughly five minutes after the injection. After this 
the quarter must be stripped four or five times daily. |The 
temperature is usually reduced in a day or two and the cow begins 
to eat again. Where the Parantol has remained localised an odd 
case may develop an abscess, which is easily treated. 

Of 18 cases treated with Parantol in July, August and September, 
1942, not one died, and after two or at most three visits one was 
able to leave them to the care of the owner. Of 15 samples drawn 
from the affected quarters, eight gave pure cultures of coryne- 
bacterium pyogenes, two pure cultures of staph, aureus, three 
mixed cultures of cor. pyogenes and staph. aureus, one pure culture 
of cor. flavidum and in the other sample no organisms were found. 


In poor condition 


WEEKLY WISDOM 


The worth of a State, in the long run, is the worth of the 
individuals composing it; a State which dwarfs its men, in order 
that they may be more docile instruments in its hands even for 
beneficial purposes, will find that with small men no great thing 
can be accomplished.—J. S. Mut, “ On Liberty,” 1895. 
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A Note on the Use of Sulphaguanidine in Rabbits 


JOAN O. JOSHUA, m.R.c.v.s. 
FINncHLEY, N.3 


In his paper “ The Application of Sulphonamides in Veterinary 
Practice” G. N. Gould (Vet. Rec., 1943, Feb. 27th, p. 107) states: 
“It (sulphaguanidine) is, unfortunately, of no value in the treat- 
ment of rabbits with coccidiosis owing to its being absorbed from 
the bowel and then acetylated’ (corrected version). ‘The object 
of this brief note is to suggest that a method of dosage with 
sulphaguanidine exists which can safely be adopted in rabbits. 

Experimental evidence exists which shows quite clearly that 
prolonged administration of sulphaguanidine to rabbits is almost 
invariably fatal. Death is caused by extensive kidney damage 
resulting from the deposition of acetyl-sulphaguanidine in the renal 
tubules. In view of the peculiar qualities of the drug and reports 
of its use in caecal coccidiosis of chicks it was considered worth 
while to try out certain other methods of administration. ‘Two 
methods were considered: (a) one fairly large dose daily on two 
consecutive days only; (6) very small doses over a longer period. 

In view of the fact that appropriate hygienic measures must 
accompany any attempt at therapeutic control it was decided to 
adopt method (a) in the hope that the drug might prove useful 
during the period of heavy infection and that hygiene would be 
sufficient after that time. 

More than 50 rabbits have now received the drug and so far 
there have been no fatalities. ‘The dosage used is 0°5 gramme per 
kilo body weight, fed once daily in the mash, on two successive 
days. Doses as high as | gramme per kilo have been well tolerated 
by this method. 

Administration of the drug is followed by a period of 24-48 
hours during which there is almost complete abeyance of the 
passage of faeces; for this reason, in the early trials dosage was 
followed by a saline purgative, but this appears to be unnecessary. 

Estimation of the concentration of sulphaguanidine in the faeces 
has been carried out in a few cases and it has been shown that a 
single dose of 0°5 gramme per kilo body weight gives a concentra- 
tion of well over the required 200 mgm. per cent. 36 hours after 
dosage. It has been found in several cases that this method of 
dosing ‘may be repeated at ten-day intervals without ill-effect; up 
to three periods of dosage have been shown to be safe. 

It has so far not been possible to undertake controlled clinical 
work in outbreaks of coccidiosis, but the results of administering 
sulphaguanidine to affected litters have been sufficiently encourag- 
ing to warrant further investigation in the use of the drug. 


REVIEW 


[THE SANITARY INSPECTOR’S HANDBOOK: A Manuat ror 
SANITARY INSPECTORS AND OTHER ExecuTIvE Pusiic HEALTH 
Orricers. Fifth Edition. (1942.) Henry H. Cray, F.R.SAN.1., 
r...S.E., Major, R.A.M.C., Army School of Hygiene with an 
Introduction by Sit W. W. JAMESON, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P. xxii + 
534 pages. 97 illustrations. Demy 8vo. 18s. net. HH. K. 
Lewis & Co., Ltd.] 

This book, which has run into five editions since its first appear- 
ance in 1933, is now firmly established as a classic in the library 
of the public health worker and the name of Henry Clay will be 
familiar to many future generations of sanitary inspectors. 

Whilst it is primarily a textbook for students qualifying for 
appointments as sanitary inspectors, it will be found a sound 
reference book, well illustrated with diagrams. to which public 
health workers and others can turn for practical knowledge on the 
large variety of subjects which comprise the work of a sanitary 
inspector. 

The numerous Acts, orders and regulations which govern the 
various duties of a sanitary inspector are well covered and sections 
from these enactments are included with other matter in a com- 
mendable manner. 

The hygienic construction and maintenance of houses and other 
human habitations. factories and shops, forms the major part of 
the book. In addition it contains information on many other 
subjects including food inspection, slaughterhouses, knackers’ 
yards. cowsheds and dairies, offensive trades, ventilation, heating 
and lighting, water supplies sewage disposal and the suppression 
of rats, mice and other vermin. 

The veterinarv sureeon will find this book a verv handy means 
of reference both with regard to the law and practical application 
of the statutory duties of the sanitary inspector. The chenters on 


food control, food preservation and fish inspection contain much 


which is of special interest to the veterinarian engaged in public 
health work. 

The chapter on fish inspection, although brief, is compiled with 
the assistance of Mr. Hattersley, late chief inspector of the Fish- 
mongers’ Company, and it is a pity that the co-operation of one 
as familiar with all branches of his subject as he, was not obtained 
with regard to meat inspection. 

The law dealing with meat inspection is well set out, but an 
attempt is made to cram practical meat inspection into half a 
chapter. Some pages are taken up with details of anatomy, some 
of which are inaccurate or ambiguous. The more common lymphatic 
glands are enumerated and their positions denoted, but there is no 
indication of the areas which they drain—information of great 
value to the inspector. 

Certain diseases are dealt with in a few lines and again much 
of the information is either incorrect or misleading and in some 
cases even dangerous, as for instance in the case of anthrax. Swine 
erysipelas is not even mentioned, although urticaria of swine— 
which is generally accepted as a mild form of swine erysipelas— 
is briefly dealt with as a separate entity. 

Many of the common conditions found in the slaughterhouse 
are not mentioned, but braxy is summed up as: “ A general term 
applied to carcases of sheep after being found dead or dying. All 
such carcases should be considered unfit for human food.” 

The recommendation that the intestines should be destroyed 
in all cases in which ascarides are present is surprising. 

Although the author states that “ Meat inspection is essentially 
a subject for special study, attendance at a recognised course of 
lectures with demonstrations at a slaughterhouse is indispensable. 
and this must be accompanied by study of the textbooks dealing 
specially with the subject.” we feel he has made a mistake in trying 
to give a thumbnail sketch of the practical side here, for it seems 
to us to spoil an otherwise admirable book. 


ABSTRACTS 


[HOMOGENISED SULPHANILAMIDE -IN - OIL: INTRAMAM- 
MARY INJECTIONS IN BOVINE MASTITIS. Kaxavas, T. C., 
Parmer. C. C., Hay, J. R., and Bippie, E. S. (1942.) Amer. 
vet. J. 3. 274-284. (24 refs.).] 

Literature indicates that sulphanilamide orally administrated in 
maximal doses is not a satisfactory curative agent for chronic 
streptococcal mastitis. "The authors show that sulphanilamide in 
the maximum concentration obtainable in the blood has no hateri- 
cidal power in vitro when incubated at 37° C. though it is lethal 
at 40°5°. The concentration required to kill at 37° varied from 
0-1 per cent. to 1 per cent. with various strains of S. agalactiae. It 
was found that this concentration may be obtained in the udder 
by introducing the drug suitably suspended in light, liquid petro- 
latum un the teat duct. The method of preparation and dosage 
employed are described, the treatment being repeated daily for four 
days. No damage to the udder, changes or decrease of milk 
resulted from treatment. "The method was avplied to 103 infected 
cows in four herds, diagnosis being bacteriological combined with 
clinical examination. Of the animals, 89-3 per cent. were cured, 
this figure representing 94°7 per cent. of quarters cured. In a 
limited number of cases of chronic and acute staphylococcal mas- 
titis treated. satisfactory results were obtained except where 
toxaemia and udder necrosis were well established. the dosage being 
double that required for streptococcal mastitis. Sulnhathiazole-in- 
oil cured the staphylococcal disease satisfactorily, but. apart from 
its higher cost, it caused temporary plugging of the teat duct. 

A. W. G. 


[STUDIES ON IOHNIN. Tounson, H. W., and Cox, B. F. (1942.) 
Amer. J. vet. Res. 3. 131-138.] 


Suspensions of Mycobacterium paratuberculosis in mineral oil 
failed to produce a satisfactory sensitisation when injected into 
rabbits both subcutaneously and intraperitoneally. Similar sus- 
pensions failed to produce uniform sensitisation in guinea-piss 
when injected intraperitoneally, and only an initial satisfactory 
sensitisation in the same species by the subcutaneous route. Lack 
of uniform sensitisation was also observed when five- and ten-dav- 
old chick embryos and day- and month-old chicks were inoculated 
with 10 and 20 mg. quantities of the partially dried organisms sus- 
pended in 0-1 and 0:2 c.c. mineral oil respectively. However, a 
uniform and permanent sensitisation was obtained bv intraperitoneal 
inoculation of month-old chicks with 50 mg. of the organism 
suspended in 0°5 c.c. mineral oil. 

(Concluded at foot of col. 1, p. 150) 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Pasteurisation cf Milk 


In the brief time remaining to him on the Motion for the 
Adjournment in the House of Commons on Thursday of last week, 
Mr. Davip Apams raised “ for the consideration of the Govern- 
ment and the Government Department concerned” the question 
of the pasteurisation of all milk for human consumption. Dr. 
Russe_L THOMAS pointed out that there was a Motion on the 
Order Paper in regard to this matter in the name of a large number 
of hon. Members, but Mr. Speaker ruled Mr. Adams in order, as 
he saw no reasonable chance of the Motion being called in the near 
future, and Mr. Apams proceeded: I want to emphasise that milk 
has become the prime food of the whole nation. It is an ideal 
food for adults, for children and for infants, and especially in the 
case of the last-named in the absence of natural food. It has been 
described by the Ministry as priority food No. 1, and consumption 
under the Government auspices has risen rapidly. In 1939 it 
was 760,000,000 and in 1941 it had risen to 946,000,000. The 
figures for 1942 I am advised are not yet available. Surely, when 
milk is under Government control and ownership, having been 
purchased by the Milk Marketing Board and sold by them to the 
Ministry of Food, under that Ministry’s auspices, it ought to be 
made safe for human consumption. But, being, as it is, an ideal 
ground for the culture of pathogenic organisms which create dis- 
eases in man, the situation appears merely to be recognised, but 
not officially, by the Ministries concerned. It is interesting to 
record that the liability to the consumer through milk-borne dis- 
eases includes germs which will produce in the human organism 
scarlet fever, meningitis, diphtheria, typhoid, paratyphoid, dysentery 
and septic throat. 

As we all know, non-pulmonary tuberculosis attacks infants more 
than adults and results in bone, joint and gland tuberculosis. The 
extent of tuberculosis alone will give us some key to the magnitude 
of the problem. New cases annually number between 3,000 and 
4,000, and 13,000 children suffer annually from tuberculosis. Of 
non-pulmonary tuberculosis, which I particularise, it is agreed that 
some 40 per cent. of cases arise from milk. In 1942 there were 
28,699 deaths from tuberculosis, while 2,000 children under the age 
of five died from this cause. In addition, there are the invalidism 
and the crippling which we witness of more children throughout 
the country. If one adds to that milk-borne diseases, surely if all 
these are preventible—and it is agreed that they are—we have a 
situation which might well be described as shocking. It indicates 
a great loss of life, great suffering and great waste of national and 
private resources and the need for a costly system of curative 
organisations for dealing with these diseases. In the face of that 
situation, which must be well known to the medical profession, 
we have placed upon the Order Paper a Notice of Motion, men- 
tioned just now by the hon. Member for Southampton (Dr. Russell 
Thomas), which is headed ‘“ Milk and National Health,” and 
reads : — 

“* That this House, recognising the unique value of fresh milk in the National 
diet, asks that His Majesty’s Government should not, without the fullest enquiry, 
embark upon a policy involving the consumption of half-boiled milk, frequently 
known as pasteurised milk, which is still the subject of conflicting expert 
opinion; and further urges His Majesty's Government to pursue with vigour 
a policy of eliminating cattle disease, exterminate vermin. improve water sup- 
plies and establish higher standards of cleanliness and hygiene on the farm and 
in the transport and handling of milk on its way to the consumer.”’ P 

That Motion is in two parts. One part is a request that there 
should be set up the necessary machinery for obtaining greater 
cleanliness and hygiene in farms and in the transit and handling of 
milk. The second asks that there should be further delay and 
further enquiry into the value of pasteurisation. as it is still the 
subject of conflicting expert opinion. This is quite understandable 
to me when I look at the names of those hon. Members who are 
sponsoring the Motion, some of whom are in the farming profession 
and others in the medical profession. It is understandable to me 
that farmers should declare their ignorance of the progress of 
modern science in this matter, for they possess neither the time, 
nor the spirit, nor the inclination to give study to the problem. 


The latter method of sensitisation was used for the determination 
of the potency of various johnins. The term “ Old Johnin ” (O.J.) 
was used to denote the product obtained by concentrating a culture 
filtrate to 9 per cent. of the initial volume and adding 1 per cent. 
of the latter volume of 5 per cent. phenol; “ potency titre” is 
defined as the highest dilution at which a johnin will elicit a satis- 
factory reaction in birds sensitised to M. paratuberculosis. The use 


of potency titres in assessing the relative potencies of various 
batches of johnins is described, and full details of the experimental 
technique are given. A. E. 


The hon. Member for South Croydon (Sir H. Williams) has put 
his name to the Motion. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker (Mr, The hon. 
Member may not go into the Motion any further, or he will be 
debating it. 

Mr. Apams: I do not want to trespass against the Rules in any 
way. I must express my astonishment that two members of the 
medical profession should be asking at this time for a further delay 
in the study of this problem. It seems to me they might well be 
likened to the foreman of a rescue squad who, after a raid, with 
burning buildings around and the cries of the injured and dying, 
called off the squad until such time as their textbooks had been 
consulted as to the proper procedure. The British Medical Journal, 
commenting upon this Motion 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon. Member must keep his remarks 
clear of the Motion. It is an entirely separate matter. 

Mr. Apams: I will not refer to it further. As to whether there 
is sufficient expert opinion in the country in support of pasteurisa- 
tion as a means of providing a safe milk supply, I notice that as 
far back as May 18th there was a deputation to the Minister of 
Food, who was accompanied by the Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Health. This deputation was probably one of the 
most important that could have been collected together, and it 
urged the need for a complete and efficient pasteurisation of milk. 
The deputation included representatives of the Royal Colleges, 
the National Association for the Prevention of Tuberculosis, the 
Joint Tuberculosis Council, the British Paediatric Association, the 
People’s League of Health, and other bodies. Professor Picken, 
who is the acting Chairman of the British Medical Association, 
introduced the deputation by pointing out that there was no serious 
difference of opinion in the medical profession on the question of 
pasteurisation, and that few questions in preventive medicine com- 
manded so nearly complete unanimity. Others confirmed that 
point of view. Prof, Garrod, of St. Bartholomew’s, declared that 
pasteurisation must be recognised as the only complete safeguard, 
but that it must be pasteurisation carried out efficiently in accord- 
ance with standard regulations. 
on the same lines. Sir Alfred Webb-Johnson said that he had 
thought it his duty, as President of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
to join the deputation because of the enormous importance of the 
prevention of surgical tuberculosis. Lord Woolton, in his reply, 
expressed his gratitude to the deputation. He said he could not 
imagine a more influential one. He found it difficult to resist the 
weight of scientific’ and professional evidence which had 
assembled. 

He was engaged in collecting all the necessary information re- 
garding available machinery and labour to undertake ‘he work 
which would give to the public security on this question. I pro- 
pose to occupy myself in the short time available, as the Minister 
has informed me that he has no objection to giving no other than a 
cursory reply 

THe PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY TO THE MINISTRY OF Foop 
(Mr. Mapane): I really must interrupt the hon. Member. | 
informed him that I had no definite statement to make. 


Mr. ApaMs: That is identically the same thing 

Mr. Masane: It is somewhat different. 

Mr. ApamMs:—in another form, and not very courteous to a 
Member of the House. To confirm the view I have stated as to 
scientific opinion in favour of pasteurisation, we have Professor 
G. S. Wilson, of the School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 
and Professor of Bacteriology in the University of London, declar- 
ing that milk is responsible for spreading the diseases mentioned, 
not only from the cow, but from the cough-sprayed fingers of the 
farm workers. 

Dr. Morcan (Rochdale): Did my hon. Friend say that the 
fingers of farm hands were cough-sprayed? 

Mr. Apams: I think it is entirely out of place for persons to 
endeavour to be humorous who have not a vestige of humour in 
their make-up. Another authority says that the loss of vitamin 
is corrected by fruit juice and other foods. As to the possibility 
of dealing with it at the farms, cleansing and purifying them and 
freeing the herds, the fact that 45 per cent. of our cows react to 
tuberculosis tests shows the impossibility of dealing with it from 
that point of view. The question is whether you can expect to 
have anything short of pasteurisation in a control, which is found 
to be impossible, over the personnel employed on the farm, a pure 
water supply in rural areas, the destruction of disease carrving 
rodents and the veterinary inspection of all dairy cows, which is 
not yet carried out, and in the face of the frightful conditions of 
byres, vards and dairies. There are hundreds of farms of th 
most offensive character. I have seen cattle standing knee deep in 
filth and some in Scotland so full of excrement that they are only 
cleansed when it becomes impossible for the milkers to get access 
to the byres. 


Different experts gave their views ' 
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It being the hour appointed for the Adjournment of the House, 
Mr. Deputy-SpEAKER adjourned the House, without Question put, 
pursuant to the Standing Order, 


Questions 


MiLk (PASTEURISATION) 


Mr. Pursrick asked the Minister of Health how many cases of 
epidemic summer diarrhoea have arisen in the last year in infants 
under two years of age; how many of such were fed on pasteurised 
milk and how many on raw milk? 

Mr. E. Brown: The information received in the Ministry from 
local authorities shows, for the last full year, 878 cases of epidemic 
diarrhoea in children under five years of age, but I regret that I 
have no separate figures for children under two. Nor can I say 
how many of these children were fed on pasteurised milk. 

Viscountess Astor: Is it not true that pasteurised milk is good 
for children and far better than dirty fresh milk? 

Mr. Pursrick asked the Minister of Health whether, in view of 
the fact that pasteurisation of milk kills the harmless lactic bacteria 
and thereby leaves a much better field for the growth of other 
dangerous diseases and putrefactive germs, he will prohibit pasteur- 
ised milk being fed to babies without notification? 

Mr. Brown: No, Sir. I am advised that the keeping quality 
of milk is much improved by pasteurisation and that there is no 
scientific evidence for the statement that pathogenic organisms 
grow better in pasteurised milk than in clean raw milk. 

Mr. Stokes: Is it not a fact that in an experiment at Newcastle 
-— many years ago, rats were fed on pasteurised milk and died 
of it: 

Viscountess Astor: But children are not rats. 

Mr. Pursrick: Is the Minister aware that the suggestion con- 
tained in my Question is a fact which has been established both 
commercially and scientifically for many years and that it still 
holds good, and that pasteurisation does nothing towards destroying 
those bacteria which gain access to milk after it has been pas- 
teurised ? 

Mr. Brown: I think my hon. Friend has overlooked the fact 
that when lactic bacilli have so soured milk that it is unfit for 
human consumption, the growth of other organisms may be inhi- 
bited by the acid produced. 

Dr. Russet: Tuomas asked the Minister of Health in view of 
the fact that pasteurisation is claimed to destroy the so-called 
bovine tubercle bacillus, what is the cause of the large number of 
cases of so-called bovine non-pulmonary tuberculosis in the London 
area where practically all the milk for domestic consumption is 
pasteurised? 

Mr. Brown: I know of no evidence to support my hon. Friend’s 
suggestion that there is a large number of cases of bovine non- 
pulmonary tuberculosis in the London area, nor of any evidence 
incompatible with the supposition that the great majority of cases 
of non-pulmonary tuberculosis in the London area are due to 
human infection. 

Dr. Russett Tuomas: Are not the replies of the Minister on 
this matter getting somewhat muddled and ought he not to seek 
guidance from the House instead of from the employees and lackeys 
of the big milk producers, the bacteriologists? 

Mr. Brown: I disagree with every single sentence of the hon. 
Gentleman’s Question. 


(HEAT TREATMENT) 


Mr. Ness Epwarps asked the Minister of Health whether he 
has considered the latest report of the Caerphilly medical officer of 
health, in which it is stated that the supply of heat-treated, not 
pasteurised, Carmarthen milk to schools will lead to a grave increase 
in bovine tuberculosis in the next few years; and what steps he is 
taking to provide that local authority with power to deal with this 
menace? 

Mr. E. Brown: I have obtained a copy of this report, which 
was not sent to my Department. As my hon. Friend is aware, 
pasteurisation is a form of heat treatment of milk. I do not know 
on what evidence it is said that the heat treatment of the milk in 
question has been insufficient to destroy tubercle bacilli and I will 
make further enquiry. I am in consultation with my Noble Friend 
the Minister of Food on the general question of providing the 
practicable maximum supply of adequately heat treated milk. In 
the meantime the milk referred to can be made safe ad boiling it, 


Ministry or ‘Town AND Country PLANNING 


Mr. Bossom asked the Minister of ‘Town and Country Planning 
whether he will describe the machinery set up in regional areas 


and/or municipal authorities for carrying out the tasks of his 
Ministry; and how far the personnel of his Ministry is substantially 
the same as that of the Ministry of Health when that Department 
was responsible for town and country planning? 

Mr. H. Srrauss: In order to facilitate co-operation with local 
authorities in town and country planning, ten planning officers 
have been appointed to cover the whole of England and Wales 
outside London. Their headquarters are at convenient centres 
and they are available for consultation by the local authorities, 
and also to advise the Ministry regarding problems arising in 
their areas. In answer to the last part of the Question, less than 
— of the staff of my Department served in the Ministry of 
Healt 


* 


REGISTRATION (Scotr COMMITTEE’s RECOMMENDATIONS) 


Mr. Witt1AM Brown asked the Attorney-General what steps he 
is taking to implement the recommendations of the Scott Com- 
mittee regarding the extension of the system of land registration 
throughout the country as a prerequisite for post-war reconstruc- 
tion proposals; and what progress has been made in overcoming 
staffing and mapping difficulties? 

THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Sir DoNALD SOMERVELL): My Noble 
Friend the Lord Chancellor has appointed a Committee under the 
chairmanship of Lord Rushcliffe to consider the recommendation 
referred to in the Question. Until the Report of the Committee 
has been received, it would be premature to make any further state- 
ment on the subject. 

Mr. Brown: In view of the perfectly appalline Report produced 
by Lord Rushcliffe on the nursing profession, does the right hon. 
and learned Gentleman regard this as a good choice? 

THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I will merely dissociate myself from 
the implications of that Supplementary Question. 

Mr. STEPHEN: Can we have an assurance that there will not be 
another committee to report on the Rushcliffe Committee? 

THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I think, if the hon. Member has 
followed this matter, the recommendation of the Scott Report on 
this question was one which clearly required further investigation. 


NOTES AND NEWS 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for inclusion 
| in these columns. 


Diary of Events 
Mar. 27th.—Meeting of the Society of Women Veterinary Sur- 
geons, Friends’ House, Euston Road, N.W., 2.30 p.m. 
Mar. 27th.—Meeting of the V.V.B.F. Ladies’ Guild at 36, Gordon 
Square, W.C.1, 2.30 p.m. 


April 2nd.—Annual General Meeting, North of England Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Newcastle-on-Tyne, 11.30 a.m. 


April 8th.—Annual General Meeting of the South-Eastern Divi- 
sion, N.V.M.A., at Maidstone, 2.30 p.m. 
April 9%th.—Meeting of the Lancashire Division, N.V.M.A., at 


Manchester, 2.30 p.m. 


April 12th.—N.V.M.A. Drafting Committee on Sheep Diseases, 
Royal Station Hotel, York, 3.30 p.m. 


April 13th.—N.V.M.A. Survey Committee, Royal Station Hotel, 
York, 2.30 p.m. 


April 14th—15th.—R.C.V.S. Committee and Council Meetings, 
Royal Station Hotel, York. 


April 16th.—Special “Open” Meeting of the Southern Counties 
Division, N.V.M.A., at the Guildhall, Winchester, to 
consider increased, cleaner and safer milk production, 
2.30 p.m. Short business meeting at the Southgate 
Hotel, Winchester, 12.30 p.m. 

* * 

ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION TRIALS SUPERVISORY 

COMMITTEE 


Professor Wm. C. Miller has been appointed to take the place 
of the late Professor Craig on the Committee set up by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries to supervise the trials of 
artificial insemination of cows on a practical scale now being carried 
out at Cambridge and Reading. 


= 
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PERSONAL 

Births —BrowNir.—On March 16th, to Ella, wife of W. B. 
Brownie, B.Sc., M.R.C.v.S., 1, Marsh Street, Walsall, a daughter— 
Gillian Mary. 

McDonap.—At Wissit Place, Halesworth, Suffolk, on March 
15th, 1943, to Winifred (née Bishop) and A. M. McDonald, 
M.R.C.V.S., a son, Alistaire. 

Simpson.—On March 10th, to Joan, wife of J. W. Simpson, B.sc., 
M.R.C.V.S., a Son. 


Marriages.—Cuase—Kinc.—On March 20th, 1943. at St. John’s 
Church, Harrow, Lt. Norman H. Chase, R.A., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
F. H. Chase, Westmoreland Road, Harrow, to Kathleen E. King, 
elder dayghter of H. Awmack King, m.r.c.v.s., and Mrs, H. 
Awmack King, Harrow. 

Crooks—ATCHESON.— Between Samuel James Crooks, M.R.C.V.S., 
son of the late Mr. John Crooks and Mrs. Crooks, of Ballygowan, 
Ballynure, Co. Antrim, and Isobel Margaret, daughter of Mr. S. T. 
Atcheson and Mrs. Atcheson, of Ballylough, Bushmills, Co, Antrim. 


* * * 


Roll of Honour 


Beckett, William Edward, Hampshire Regiment. Graduated 
Liverpool, July 16th, 1934. Killed in action in North Africa, 
March, 1943. 

Carr. W. E. M.R.C.V.S. 

The death in action of Captain Beckett will be widely mourned, 
for not only was he a member of a well-known veterinary family 
in the south, but he was married to a northern member of the 
profession. Captain Beckett in civil life was a member of the 
staff of the Ministry of Agriculture; popular amongst his colleagues, 
he served the Diseases of Animals Division with keenness and ability. 
Mrs. Beckett, of Dewsbury House, Kelsall, Cheshire, was Miss 
Betty Strong, and she graduated, also at Liverpool, the year after 
her husband. The deepest sympathy is extended to her in the loss 
of her gallant comrade. 


* * * * 


ROYAL ARMY VETERINARY CORPS 


The following announcements are made in the issue of The 
London Gazette dated March 5th, 1943: To be Lts.: Archibald 
McDougal Fyfe (260202), January 26th, 1943; Douglas Cameron 
(260554), February 3rd, 1943. 


ROYAL SOCIETY FELLOWS 


Amongst the newly elected Fellows of the Royal Society are 
the following: Patrick Alfred Buxton, Director, Department of 
Entomology, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine; 
Ivan de Burgh Daly, Professor of Physiology, Edinburgh; Arthur 
James Ewins, Director of Research, May and Baker, Limited; Arthur 
Felix, Bacteriologist, Lister Institute; Alexander Fleming, Professor 
of Bacteriology, St. Mary’s Hospital, and Solly Zuckerman, Pro- 
fessor of Anatomy, University of Birmingham. 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE: THE OUTBREAK IN 
PEMBROKESHIRE 


Mr. R. 'T. H. Massey, M.R.C.v.S., Divisional Veterinary Inspector 
of the Ministry of Agriculture, recently informed the Pembroke- 
shire Livestock Committee that the amount of compensation paid 
to owners of animals slaughtered in the recent outbreak of foot- 
and-mouth disease in the county totalled £105,813 12s. Altogether 
4,878 animals were slaughtered, but a large proportion, 3,549 
animals, were salvaged for human consumption. On affected 
premises 1,940 cattle, 1,493 sheep, 412 pigs and 3 goats were 
slaughtered; on contact premises 538 cattle 378 sheep, 112 pigs and 
2 goats. Of the total number destroyed 1,726 cattle, 1,616 sheep 
and 207 pigs were salvaged and used as human food. 

At the commencement of the meeting the Chairraan (Major 
Barclay) expressed thanks to the Ministry’s inspectors for the way 
in which they tackled such a serious outbreak. “They took the 
only remedy. the slaughter of the cattle,” said Major Barclay. 
“Many people think that that is wrong, but T am certain it is the 


best method.” 
* * * * 


WAR DAMAGE PREMIUMS HALVED 
The Board of ‘Trade announces that, with the approval of the 
Treasury, it has decided to reduce the scale of premiums payable 
under the War Damage Act private chattels scheme to one-half 


of the existing rates. The new premiums will be 10s. per cent. on 
the first £2,000, 15s. per cent. the next £1,000, and 20s. per cent. 
on the next £7,000. They will apply to all policies issued for a 
period of insurance beginning on or after March 18th. The 
minimum premium payable will be 10s., and policies will continue 
to be issued for a period of one year. 


PERCHERON STALLION REACHES 600 GUINEAS 

As an index of the remarkable prices now ruling for pedigree 
and even half-bred horses, mention may be made of the fact that 
the most successful sale of Percherons yet held at Histon was 
conducted there recently by Messrs. John Thornton, Hobson & Co., 
on the occasion of the British Percheron Horse Society’s spring 
stallion show and sale, attended by a large assembly. 

The average price of £166 14s. for 59 pure-bred and half-bred 
lots is believed to be the highest all-round average for draught horses 
obtained at a collective sale for very many years. 

For pedigree animals the figure was £207 14s. 7d., 20 stallions 
realising £201 18s. 3d. apiece, and five mares and fillies £231. Half- 
bred mares made £138 7s. 10d. per head and geldings £138 8s. 5d. 

A very high standard of quality was reached by the pure-bred 
stallions and geldings, and breeders found the demand verv 
encouraging. An interesting feature, showing the prepotency of 
the breed, was the quality of the half-bred mares and geldings. 
One or two of the former were entered in the Supplementary 
Register recently established, and there were others obviously suit- 
able for inclusion. 

Messrs. Chivers and Sons headed the 1940 class with Mimms 
Nimble, followed by Canewdon Farm, Ltd.’s Canewdon Sensation 
and Mr. G. H. Bowser’s March Diplomat. The first two were 
not offered for sale, but Mr. Bowser’s exhibit achieved the most 
notable selling transaction with a bid of 600 guineas. 

Among the purchasers was Mr. Robert Hudson Minister of 
Agriculture, who has started a stud farm in Wiltshire. 


* * * * * 


IMPORTANCE OF CLEAN MILK 
INSPECTION OF HERDS 


In a recent issue of his journal the Agricultural Correspondent 
of The Times writes as follows : — 

“Clean methods of production are essential and so are healthy 
cows. Dairy farmers need to watch jealously the reputation of 
their product. Most of them take a personal pride in maintaining a 
high standard and in producing reliable milk. 

This is not easy in war-time with inexperienced workers and a 
general reluctance to undertake dairy work with its seven-days-a- 
week tie. But standards are being maintained. and much credit 
is due to those who are continuing to supply this first priority food 
when other types of production are easier and as remunerative. 
This should be said because the revival movement for the general 
pasteurisation of milk may seem to discredit the dairy farmer’s 
efforts to produce wholesome milk. 

The call for compulsory pasteurisation of the milk distributed 
in the big towns does not lessen at all the need for scrupulous care 
in production. What happens to the milk after it leaves the farm, 
whether it is boiled before distribution to town consumers or 
whether it is made into cheese or condensed milk. should not 
worry the producer. But it is his concern if doctors or the general 
public can criticise justly the quality of his product. He wants 
their good will to ensure the largest possible market for liauid milk. 

Further improvements in standards of hygiene and cleanliness 
in cowshed and dairy should come through the general adoption 
of the national milk-testing and advisorv scheme. The objects of 
the scheme are to prevent the serious loss of milk from souring. 
especially in the summer, and to improve the keeving quality of 
milk. It will bring to light the least satisfactory farms. A stan- 
dard test is to be applied at frequent intervals to all farm milk 
supplies at the place of first deliverv. generally a milk denot. 

This testing scheme will no doubt be annlied later to producer- 
retailers’ milk on its way to consumers. U'nsatisfactorv results are 
brought to the notice of the war agricultural committee and 2n 
advisory visit is then paid to the farm to ascertain why the milk 
is defective and to suggest a remedy. Where there is trouble the 
common causes are dirty utensils, dirty udders, wet-handed milking. 
or failure to cool the milk. 

The licensing schemes for tuberculin-tested herds and accredited 
herds have done something to heln nrovressive farmers to reduce 
disease losses, but the average life of the dairy cow is still too short, 
and wastage through abortion, sterility, mammitis, tuberculosis, 
and Johne's disease too high. 
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Only by regular veterinary inspection and advice, put into 
practice with the wholehearted co-operation of farmers, will these 
troubles be met effectively. The introduction of the veterinary 
panel scheme is a first step, but some of the herds that most need 
attention are not likely to go on the panel and the numbers of 
veterinary practitioners are insufficient to allow frequent inspections 
of all herds. 

It should, however, be practicable to require that every dairy 
herd should be inspected once a year and the herds of producer- 
retailers twice a year. The producer-retailer who is supplying 
milk direct to the consumer and whose milk is not pasteurised 
has a special responsibility to maintain a healthy herd. ‘The ideal, 
of course, would be for every herd in the country to be attested 
and carry a clean bill of health. This is a counsel of perfection 
and meanwhile milk production must go on. 

But the time has come for the Ministries of Agriculture, Health, 
and Food, all of which now have a finger in the pie, to decide on a 
co-ordinated policy to insist on cleanly methods of production and 
assist farmers generally to rid their herds of the diseases which 
handicap the dairy industry.” 


Dr. J. McCunn points out that in the report of the special 
meeting of Council, N.V.M.A., on veterinary education, in his 
reference to the late Professor Pembrey, the great physiologist who 
instituted clinical demonstrations at Guy’s, the name is mis-spelt 
Pembury (V.R. Suppl. 4. 20) and adds: “ Professor Pembrey 
thought so highly of our profession that he put his own two sons 
into it.” 


At a meeting of the British Institute of Radiology and visit to 
the Royal Cancer Hospital, Fulham Road, London, on March 20th, 
1943, the many demonstrations included one entitled “ A com- 
parison of the effects of X-radiation on some human and canine 
bone tumours,” by Dr. A. Giucksmann, Strangeways Research 
Laboratory, Cambridge, Mr. G. C. Knight, Royal Veterinary Col- 
lege, London, and Dr. D. W. Smithers, Royal Cancer Hospital, 
London. 


Messrs. Willington Medicals, Ltd., whose difficulties in this matter 
doubtless are shared by all manufacturers and suppliers of products 
for veterinary use, request us to impress upon veterinary surgeons 
the necessity of returning all packing cases, tea chests, etc., as 
quickly as possible, as the ‘position with regard to packing materials 
is getting most acute. Unless these cases are returned as soon as 
empty there may be difficulty in supplying goods within reasonable 
time. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the first post 
on Monday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 


The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent the personal 
views of the writer only and must not be taken as expressing the opinion or 
having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 

* * * 
VETERINARY SURGEONS ACTS (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Sir,—The draft Veterinary Surgeons Acts (Amendment) Bill is 
now before the profession and members have to decide whether they 
will remain a6 they are, very similarly situated to the doctors, or 
follow the dentists, and give legal standing to many hundreds of 
quacks, of both sexes, throughout the country. At the passing of 
the 1881 Act some 900 unqualified persons were put on to the 
register. ‘To-day he would be a bold person who would say that 
the total number of unqualified practitioners, castrators, canine 
nurses and those who are employed by animal welfare societies 
would not exceed this number very considerably. Once again un- 
qualified persons would be permitted to practise veterinary surgery 
for another 60 odd years. It is said that the Bill would give these 
unqualified persons no other privileges than being known as “ animal 
practitioners ” and having their names entered, as such, in a special 
register, but many questions can be asked. 

Will they be allowed to:— 

(1) obtain poisons for use in practice subject to the Poison Rules 

and the Dangerous Drugs Regulations? 

(2) sign certificates, or make examinations, required by the State? 

(3) get — exemption from jury service by applying to the 

Sheriff? 


(4) get expert assistance from the various research institutes for 
diagnosis, sera, vaccines, post-mortems and _ chemical 
analyses? 

(5) become members of the N.V.M.A.? 

(6) Veterinary Benevolent and Mutual Defence 
society 

(7) visit the library of the R.C.V.S, to consult books or get them 

out on loan? 

(8) a a free copy of the special register on paying the annual 

ee 

(9) indulge in advertising (especially welfare societies), touting, 

covering and consulting with and employing those who are 
not on the special register? 

(10) be employed by an M.R.C.V.S. as assistant, locum, or manage 
a branch practice without the principal laying himself open to 
a charge of disgraceful conduct? 

(11) have consultations with a Member of the R.C.V.S. without 
the latter running risks? 

In answering any of the above questions one can, of. course, 
bear in mind that it is definitely stated in the Bill that a “ regis- 
tered animal practitioner ” will not be deemed to be an M.R.C.V.S. 
or a registered veterinary surgeon. However, it is as well to ask 
these questions, for if the Bill became law it is hard to say what 
questions would not crop up in the future. 

The advantages and disadvantages are obvious, and the question 
to be decided is: do the undoubted advantages to a future genera- 
tion of veterinary surgeons outweigh the disadvantages to the 
present? 


Yours faithfully, 
Tuomas LISHMAN. 


London, S.W 
March \1th, 1943. 


23, Queen’s Gate Gardens, 
1.7. 


Sir,—With reference to the proposed new Veterinary Bill, it 
seems to me that the time for introducing this measure is no longer 
opportune, and I would suggest that the whole matter be dropped. 

It was clear from the start that any attempt to make the profes- 
sion a “closed shop” would involve a supplementary register, and 
this was emphasised by Dr. Bullock recently. 

My opinion is that it will be impossible to attain our desired 
objectives, and if the agitation is pursued we shall discover that 
after spending a considerable amount of money, our only reward 
will be to find ourselves saddled with a supplementary register which 
will not diminish in any marked degree for at least 30 years, so that 
our last state will be far worse than our first. 

Yours faithfully, 
The Old Wool House, A. J. BEESON. 
Loose, 
Maidstone, Kent. 
March 10th, 1943. 


Sir,—Copies of the Veterinary Surgeons Acts (Amendment) Bill 
and of the associated Memorandum have been placed in our hands 
for scrutiny. Memorandum (Section 8) invites recipients to sub- 
scribe their observations upon the draft to the Joint Committee, 
R.C.V.S. and N.V.M.A. In our zeal to examine the text of the 
draft this section of the memorandum may be readily overlooked. 

It may well be that some of us may feel tempted to express our 
personal opinion in these columns which have been, at all times, 
more than charitable to writers. Far be it from me to suggest that 
these columns, as a medium for the free expression of opinion 
and/or fair comment, should be closed to a given circumstance; 
but, in this instance, I ask leave to remind writers to remember 
prudency on this occasion. Whilst The Veterinary Record is a 
professional publication it enjoys a wider publicity than is commonly 
known. 

We are obliged to make the text of a Bill,public, but we are not 
obliged to make our further thoughts thereon public and so, mayhap, 
unwittingly provide thoughts for others who are no less interested 
in the subject matter than we should be. 

While there may be occasion for observation there is also occasion 
for wise discretion. 

Therefore, apart from the invitation from the Joint Committee 
and the assurance that any observation will be welcomed, we have, 
in our N.V.M.A. Divisions, ample opportunities freely to discuss 
the subject matter if need be, and however collated the general 
discussions may be, the individual contributions made thereat will 
be no less personal nor valuable towards the advances of our 
country through our profession. 

; Yours faithfully, 
Grorce Dykes. 


6, Douglas Street, 
Glasgow, C.2. 
March 15th, 1943. 
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‘THE MEDICAL PROFESSION AND PASTEURISATION 


Sir,—The note, printed on page 113 of your issue of February 
27th, 1943, briefly states that bovine tuberculosis is a widespread 
menace, that 5-10 per cent. of churn samples of raw milk are 
infected, that it is estimated that 2,000 deaths with many more cases 
of serious and crippling illness occur in young children, and that 
pasteurisation is the only safeguard. 

Pasteurisation is “ off’ for the time being, but only on account 
of the difficulty of procuring plant. 

Would not the clinical examination of cows’ udders be more 
effective if accompanied by the examination of bulk samples of the 
milk of the herd? 

The cessation of clinical examinations of non-designated herds 
in some areas at this time is a menace. I consider that these 
herds should be subjected to more veterinary supervision than are 
the designated ones, as the latter are, at least, “ triers.” 

The production of milk should be controlled to one designation. 
Why should one producer sell milk procured in one way and another 
be subsidised for procuring it according to the rules laid down for 
him? After all, when it reaches the public, it is accepted as milk 
and is considered by them as the highly nutritious food they have 
been taught to believe in—not the carrier of a “ widespread menace.” 

Yours faithfully, 
5, Chapel Street, C. T. Murpuy. 
Colchester. 
March 14th, 1943. 


FERTILITY AND INFERTILITY IN THE COW 
UTERINE IRRIGATION 


Sir,—By way of showing in what divers ways the Record gives 
pleasure to its old readers—irrespective of distance—I should like 
to say how joyfully I have observed the iconoclasm of Mr. R, H. 
Smythe in the matter of uterine irrigation of the cow. He had 
won my heart, as a reader and fellow rebel, some time before by 
his debunking of the absurdity of intra-tracheal injections as a 
“cure” for husk, and it may transpire that I was too ready without 
more evidence to accept his denunciation of the alleged specific 
virtue of aqueous solutions of iodine as a “cure” for bovine 
metritis. The coming vast experience of the Scheme for the 
Control of the Major Diseases of Dairy Cattle will prove a sounder 
test of Mr. Smythe’s ideas than are the objections of his critics. 

I opine, however, that Mr. Smythe may turn out to be right. 
In this corner of the Antipodes we are not cursed to any marked 
extent with bovine metritis as a cause of sterility, but on general 
clinical principles it is hard to accept the claims that have appeared 
in your columns for iodine irrigation. There is no evidence in 
the treatment of any other surgical condition to warrant the 
assumption that the injection of a few ounces of a weak watery solu- 
tion of iodine into the corrugated cavity of the uterus would at 
once clear up an established inflammatory process. My scepticism 
is strengthened by the fact that a common temporary bovine sterility 
in my district of Tasmania, hitherto thought to be due to vaginitis, 
which had been diligently treated with solutions of dettol and zinc 
sulphate, was found experimentally to yield to the magic of time 
and consequent re-establishment of the endocrine rhythm. 

But if Mr. Smythe turns out to be wrong—it is still fine to feel 
that there is in our ranks some such clinician with a critical brain 
and high courage to challenge any claim that is not firmly based 
either upon unassailable scientific principles or controlled experi- 
ment. 

Yours faithfully, 
Department of Agriculture, WakeEFIe_p RAINey. 
Animal Health Services, 
‘Tasmania. 


December \st, 1942. 


DISADVANTAGE OF DISEASE PRODUCTION TO 
PARASITISM: SOME EXCEPTIONS 


Sir,—Dr. Taylor's article on “ The Interaction of Nutrition and 
Parasitism with special reference to Parasitic Gastritis” gives a 
very clear picture of the conditions likely to lead to the appearance 
of parasitic gastritis in flocks of sheep kept on infected pastures. 

I would, however, like to differ from the generalisation that 
“disease production is a disadvantage to successful parasitism,” 
especially as the exarnple given is a tapeworm cyst. 

Surely the cystic stages of the tapeworms are the exceptions to 
the rule. It is biologically to the advantage of these larval stages 
if not to kill the intermediate host to render it an easy prey to the 
carnivorous final host. For example, Coenurus cerebralis, the 


cause of gid in sheep, appears to be evolved to cause the maximum 


locomotor disturbance to the affected sheep. In the same way 
Echinococcus cysts by their size and powers of reproduction in the 
intermediate host are evolved to cause great lowering of efficiency, 
while the adult worms can live in large numbers in the final host, 
causing little or no disease. 

possible explanation of the evolution of the mechanism 
whereby Coenurus serialis restricts its development to one or two 
cysts in an affected rabbit is that a large number of cysts develop- 
ing at one time might kill the rabbit before the tapeworm larvae 
had reached a stage capable of affecting the final host. 

As an example of a Nematode which is evolved to produce dis- 
ease, Trichinella spiralis may be quoted. Here again the disease 
is transmitted by ingestion of affected muscle and the more affected 
carcases the worm produces the greater are its chances of survival. 

While agreeing that Dr, Taylor’s generalisation is true for the 
big majority of parasites, I feel that these exceptions should be 
mentioned. 

Yours faithfully, 
Ancus Foccie. 
Veterinary Research Division, 
Ministry of Agriculture, Northern Ireland, 
The Farm, 
Stormont, Belfast. 
March 12th, 1943. 


* * * * * 


CEREBRO-SPINAL EUTHANASIA IN THE DOG 
Sir,—ZJn re the abstract in The Veterinary Record dated February 
6th, and further to Mr. Baxter’s letter dated February 21st, we 
have used this method in the daily routine of this practice for some 
six years. 


Mr. Townson, of St. Austell, suggested this method to one of - 


us (F. B. H.) when he was in this locality on a visit, and after 
practising upon sundry corpses, we were struck by the ease and 
efficacy of the method, and have rarely used any other form of 
euthanasia since. 

We find that by placing the animal on its side on a table it is 
quite easy to control the most lively “ patient ” with the left hand 
and arm, while the needle—a two-inch 17/10 record mount—is 
passed through the obturator foramen, the injection of the fluid 
commencing as soon as the needle enters the foramen. Complete 
flexion of the head at the atlantal-occipital joint is, however, abso- 
lutely necessary. 

Five c.c. of chloroform, or surgical spirit, will suffice for the 
greater number of dogs, though with the very large breeds we give 
10 c.c. With these larger breeds an assistant is useful, but not 
always necessary. Actually the method can be carried out with 
cats, though it is easier to stun these animals with Golledge’s 
electrical apparatus first, as otherwise one has to enclose the cat 
in a piece of sacking. We have destroyed hundreds of dogs and 
some scores of cats by this method and would not change it for 
any of the present alternative methods, nembutal and the humane 
killer excepted. 

Yours faithfully, 
F. B. Harpy, 
J. Storey. 
Lansdown Road, 


Bath. 
March 15th, 1943. 


THE HEDGEHOG SUCKLING THEORY 


Sir,—I was recently asked by the local police if I considered 
it possible for a hedgehog to suckle cows. 

The case in question had been reported as one of milk stealing 
and the hedgehog theory was considered nonsense. 

This cow, for several mornings, had nractically no milk in two 
quarters (those on the lower side as the cow lay in her stall). There 
was, however, a normal quantity of milk in the evening. As she 
is a confirmed kicker and has to be strapped for milking, and 
as there are two other quiet cows in the shed, this eliminates the 
possibility of human element. Likewise there was no possibility of 
suckling by another cow. 

On examination several small puncture marks were found on 
the teats of the affected side, which might have been made by 
canine teeth. 

I would be interested to hear if any other correspondents have 
heard or know of authentic cases of hedgehogs suckling cows. 

Yours 
The Old Porch House, gi . Bowen. 
Bishop's Castle, 


Salop. 
March 14th, 1943. 
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